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Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dong et al. (US 
Patent No. 6,380,937). 

Regarding claim 1, Dong discloses a method for displaying a set of hierarchical data on 
an electronic display, the method comprising displaying the set of hierarchical data on the 
electronic display in a tree diagram having a first portion and a second portion (..a graph 
illustrating how relationships between items are displayed horizontally and vertically on a 
hierarchical tree; see col. 2, lines.28-43); wherein the first portion of the tree diagram has a 
plurality of vertically oriented levels (..Vertical scale 34 depicts groupings of items with respect 
to the graphical position of a threshold indicator. Vertical scale may be divided into multiple 
sections, where each spacing unit is a distance; see col. 3, lines 53-60); and wherein the second 
portion of the tree diagram has a plurality of horizontally oriented levels (see col. 4, lines 8-22). 
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Regarding claim 2, Dong discloses wherein at least one element in the set of 
hierarchical data includes a set of embedded hierarchical data (see col. 2, lines 9-23). 

Regarding claim 3, Dong discloses wherein the set of hierarchical data is 
displayed in the first portion of the tree diagram, and wherein the set of embedded 
hierarchical data is displayed in the second portion of the tree diagram (see col. 5, lines 1-24). 

Regarding claim 4, Dong discloses wherein at least one element in the set of 
embedded hierarchical data includes a second set of embedded hierarchical data, and wherein 
the second set of embedded hierarchical data is displayed in a third portion of the tree diagram 
(see col. 5, lines 25-56). 

Regarding claim 5, Dong discloses wherein the second portion of the tree diagram is 
disposed between two adjacent levels of the plurality of vertically oriented levels (see col. 6, 
lines 35-54). 

Regarding claim 6, Dong discloses wherein at least one of the plurality of 
horizontally oriented levels has a first node that is aligned with one of the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels and a second node that is aligned with a different one of the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels (see col. 6, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Dong discloses wherein the plurality of vertically oriented 
levels in the first portion of the tree diagram and the plurality of horizontally oriented levels in 
the second portion of the tree diagram have one or more nodes at each level, and further 
comprising displaying on the electronic display an expansion handle icon having a first 



Application/Control Number: 10/735,966 
Art Unit: 2173 



Page 4 



configuration adjacent at least one of the nodes in the first portion of the tree diagram and 
displaying on the electronic display an expansion handle icon having a second configuration 
adjacent at least one of the other nodes in the first portion of the tree diagram (see figures 2-5). 

Regarding claim 8, Dong discloses further comprising displaying on the 
electronic display a plurality of level indicators of a first type that denote respective of the 
plurality of vertically oriented levels and a plurality of level indicators of a second type that is 
different from the first type that denote respective of the plurality of horizontally oriented levels 
(see col. 7, lines 21-44). 

Regarding claim 9, Dong discloses the plurality of vertically oriented levels and the 
plurality of horizontally oriented levels have one or more nodes at each level, and wherein the 
method further comprises expanding a first of the one or more nodes in a first of the plurality of 
vertically oriented levels to display at least one of the one or more nodes in a first of the plurality 
of horizontally oriented levels; and laterally shifting the displayed plurality of vertically oriented 
levels that are higher levels than the first of the plurality of vertically oriented levels (see col. 7, 
lines 44-63). 

Regarding claim 10, Dong discloses wherein the plurality of vertically oriented 
levels and the plurality of horizontally oriented levels have one or more nodes at each level, and 
wherein each of the plurality of horizontally oriented levels branch out directly or indirectly from 
respective ones of the one or more nodes in the vertically oriented levels (see col. 4, lines 28-58). 
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Regarding claim 11, Dong discloses wherein the tree diagram includes a third 
portion that has a plurality of second vertically oriented levels, and wherein each of the plurality 
of second vertically oriented levels branch out directly or indirectly from respective ones of a 
group of nodes that comprise part of the second portion of the tree diagram (see figures 3-4). 

Regarding claim 12, Dong discloses a method for displaying a set of hierarchical data in 
which elements of the set of hierarchical data include embedded hierarchical data on an 
electronic display, the method comprising displaying at least part of the set of hierarchical data 
on the electronic display in a first plurality of levels that have a first orientation upon which the 
one or more nodes that comprise the level are substantially aligned (see col. 6, lines 54-67 and 
figures 3-5); and displaying the embedded hierarchical data embedded in at least one of the 
elements of the set of hierarchical data on the electronic display in a second plurality of levels 
that have a second orientation upon which the one or more nodes that comprise the level are 
substantially aligned; wherein the second orientation is different than the first orientation (see 
col. 7, lines 6-30). 

Regarding claim 13, Dong discloses wherein the first orientation is a vertical 
orientation and the second orientation is a horizontal orientation (see col. 4, lines 28-58). 

Regarding claim 14, Dong discloses further comprising displaying a second set 
of hierarchical data that is embedded in an element of the embedded hierarchical data in one or 
more of the first plurality of levels (see col. 4, lines 8-25). 
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Regarding claim 15, Dong discloses a graphical user interface for displaying a set of 
hierarchical data in which elements of the set of hierarchical data include embedded hierarchical 
data, comprising a tree diagram having a plurality of vertically oriented levels that include one or 
more nodes (see figures 3-5); a plurality of horizontally oriented levels that include one or more 
nodes, wherein each of the plurality of horizontally oriented levels branch out directly or 
indirectly from respective of the one or more nodes in the plurality of vertically oriented levels 
(see col. 5, lines 5-56). 

Regarding claim 16, Dong discloses further comprising a plurality of expansion handles 
of a first type that are associated with respective of the nodes in the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels; a plurality of expansion handles of a second type that is different than the first 
type that are associated with respective of the nodes in the plurality of vertically oriented levels 
that contain one of the elements of the set of hierarchical data that includes embedded 
hierarchical data (see col. 6, lines 6-54). 

Regarding claim 17, Dong discloses further comprising a plurality of level indicators of a 
first type that denote respective of the plurality of vertically oriented levels; and a 
plurality of level indicators of a second type that is different from the first type that denote 
respective of the plurality of horizontally oriented levels (see figures 2-5). 

Regarding claim 18, Dong discloses wherein the plurality of level indicators of a first 
type comprise a line of a first color and the plurality of level indicators of a second type comprise 
a line of a different color (see col. 5, lines 40-56). 
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Regarding claim 19, Dong discloses wherein each of the plurality of horizontally oriented 
levels is disposed between pairs of adjacent nodes in the plurality of vertically oriented levels 
(see col 5, lines 57-67). 

Regarding claim 20, Dong discloses, wherein at least one of the plurality of 
horizontally oriented levels has a first node that is aligned with one of the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels and a second node that is aligned with a different one of the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels (see figures 3-5). 

Regarding claim 21, Dong discloses further comprising a plurality of second vertically 
oriented levels that branch out directly or indirectly from one or more of the nodes in the 
plurality of horizontally oriented levels (see col. 6, lines 22-53). 

Regarding claim 22, Dong discloses, further comprising a plurality of expansion handles 
of a first type that are associated with respective of the nodes in the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels (see figures 2-3); a plurality of expansion handles of a second type that is 
different than the first type that are associated with nodes in the tree diagram from which the 
nodes in the plurality of horizontally oriented levels branch out from (see col. 7, lines 6-30). 

Regarding claim 23, Dong discloses further comprising an expansion handle that is 
associated with a first node in a first of the vertically oriented levels which may be used to 
expand the first node to display descendant nodes in both one of the plurality of vertically 
oriented levels and in one of the plurality of horizontally oriented levels (see figures 2-5). 
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Regarding claim 24, Dong discloses a computer program product for displaying a set of 
hierarchical data in which elements of the set of hierarchical data include embedded 
hierarchical data on an electronic display, the method comprising a computer readable medium 
having computer readable program code embodied therein, the computer readable program code 
comprising computer readable program code configured to display at least part of the set of 
hierarchical data on the electronic display in a first plurality of levels having a first orientation 
(see col. 5, lines 6-56); and computer readable program code configured to display embedded 
hierarchical data embedded in at least one of the elements of the set of hierarchical data on the 
electronic display in a second plurality of levels having a second orientation that is different than 
the first orientation (see col. 6, lines 6-67). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272;KJQ0. 
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